Speaker:

Dear Brothers and Sisters: My recent Apostolic Journey to Egypt took place at the invitation of the
President of the Republic, the Coptic Orthodox Patriarch, the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar and the
Catholic Coptic Patriarch. | thank all those who helped in its planning and organization. My

meeting with the Gran Imam, and my message to the International Conference for Peace, recalled
that peace is the fruit of an education to wisdom and a humanism that respects the religious
dimension of our existence. Our covenant with God, grounded in the commandment of love of
God and neighbour, inspires our efforts to build a just and peaceful civil order in which all have a
part to play. Egypt’s great cultural and religious heritage gives the nation a special role in this
work of peacemaking. In my meeting with the Coptic Orthodox Patriarch, Pope Tawadros II, we
reaffirmed our mutual commitment to unity and prayed together for the victims of the recent
attacks. At Mass with the Catholic community, and in my meeting with priests, religious and
seminarians, | saw the beauty of the Church in Egypt and | encouraged everyone to persevere in
the hope of the Gospel. May the Holy Family, who once found refuge in Egypt, bless and protect
its people with prosperity, fraternity and peace.

Santo Padre:

Saluto i pellegrini di lingua inglese presenti allodierna Udienza, specialmente quelli provenienti da
Irlanda, Danimarca, Finlandia, Nuova Zelanda, Singapore, India, Filippine, Sri Lanka, Vietham,
Canada e Stati Uniti d’America. Nella gioia del Cristo Risorto, invoco su tutti voi e sulle vostre
famiglie 'amore misericordioso di Dio nostro Padre. Il Signore vi benedica!
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| greet the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors taking part in today’s Audience, particularly the
groups from Ireland, Denmark, Finland, New Zealand, Singapore, India, the Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Vietnam, Canada and the United States of America. In the joy of the Risen Christ, | invoke upon
you and your families the loving mercy of God our Father. May the Lord bless you all!
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